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The lecturer then went on to say? If Syria refuses 
to grant the concession,, the Company will have to chose 
one of the throe following alternatives* 

1, The sea route, Kaqib-'fannura-Port Sa* id -Suez Canal , where 
the Canal collects 16 cents on every barrel* thereby raising 
the expenses of transportation to 40 cents per barrel* 

2 C The route Haqib-Port SaHd-Suez Canal, which will cost 
the company 31 cents a barrel *. 

3o The route haqlb-Med i ter r onean- S-nqaba without- passing 
through the Suez Canal, which will cost the company 28 cents 
a barrel* 

But 8 if 'the pipes are extended through Syria, the 
eo ft of transporting one barrel will be only 19 cents and 
perhaps as little as 15 cents if the whole capacity of the 
pipes is used* ' A 'his shows that the Company will save an 
amount of at least 13 cents on every barrel* 

If Syria tkakes only four of the 13 cents bur shore will 
be | XI 000,000* and if we take seven our share will be 
$ 20 $ 000 ,000; and still the Tapline expneses will be greatly 
cut down * 

The 200 g Q00 tons of petroleum which the Company under- 
takes to sell us at persian Gulf prices constitute a queer 
sources of gain to the ^omnany, for it will thereby gain 
$3 ,700,000* 

•UJayli then went on to say: The Company has negotiated 
.with king ’Abdallah, in his capacity as future king on Palestine, 
the extension of pipelines through Palestine* This is confirmed 
by the future Ping’s declarations that he will defend Gaza -with 
all possible strength* Perhaps the extension of pipelines is 
the reason, and not the sanctity of the bones* of his ancestors 
who a x*o buried there* 

If may be thought that the Company will resort to the v ews 
for the extfension of their lines through' Israel* But, in addi- 
tion to king I bn Sa’ud’s opposition, the Jews will endeavor 
to make the most out of it* If it 'was possible for the 
Company tc agree with the Jews, it would not have come ID .*s» 


xt is 
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T*t Is to 'tie noted that the extension through cur Country 
of the other pipelines will depend on the terras of the 
Tapline Agreement., The nnglo-Iranian is already negotiating 
on the basis of the Tapline 0 So if vta consent to the agreement 
as it is now, we will have no chance of getting better 
conditions* and greater benefits from other companies 0 

Por all these reasons* I urge the rejection of the 
Agreement* in its present text, for it implies very great 
economic lass to us c 

The lecture was then set for diaoussion* ^Ujayli saicl 
the following in reply to questions of his audience: 

He could get no information on the agreement from official 
sources,. The figures he mentioned in his lecture were given 
him by Mr 0 Manila! „ the American millionnaire of Syrian origin <, 

It is possible for the country to heap the question 
pending* but the company cannot waits It has to supply the 
petroleum requirements of the world at the soonest possible,. 

The expenses incurred in extracting a barrell of 
petroleum in America is 4 2 0 5Q» while in Hijaa the expenses 
are only .#!« 

A1 Nasr s In reference to the lecture and discussion said 
that the audience were unanimous that no political danger is 
implied in the Agreement and that the economic) benefits 
for the State Treasury do not conform with the hugeness of 
the project,. 


TAP1XNE MONETARY AGRlUTENTSs 

«bv,i — e can sjp-T «u— ii *«h>ii mu . ra «a J4v*c a . 

Alif Ba g : The Parliament's Financial Committee has continued 
the consideration of the Tapline and the i’ranoo»Syrian Monetary 
Agreements in the presence of ministers of i’inanoe and 
National economy o 


PROTECTION OF SYRIAN T RADE U RGED: 


AX Hi d al: In view of the bit tor competition arising from 

the import of foreign goods and the arrival of many foreign 
companies agents in Syria to ensure, market for their, products* 
the Chamber of Commerce has presented a request to the 


Ministry 

Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R00260001 0002-9 



Approved For Release 2002/08/14 -^i A F; n Dg^ -004 1 5 R 00260001 0002,9 

( P?,v Big. 49/4) 

Ministry of National Economy asking for the enaction of 
special laws and regulations to govern trade. The Chamber 
also draws the attention of the Ministry that some foreign 
•institutions take tlie form of trade firms and send to Syria 
their salesmen and agents to conduct activities altogether 
different from the alleged nature of their duties » 

The National Economy has given this subject its utmost 
concern and Ms referred the matter to the competent 
authorities for consideration and reports 


DOi'i .STIC AJb i* aJ-HS . 


■ JEWISH ESCAP E N S LIST ED; 

Allf Ba* ; In conjunction with the *ital statistics Department* 
"the Syrian Security lias prepared lists of names of the *iews 
who have escaped to Palestine, and particularly of those vmo N 
are in military age« 


PNES xl) EN T’S IHDlSPu S I T1 UN 


if Ba* : a slight indisposition in health has befall in 
on t he”*Fr e a id ant ^ of the nepublio from exhaustion in work 
and concern over various patriotic affairs. 


P lETuNNAh u at 11 ■ g ihr»hr'U S 

Allf Ba 9 ; a number of students interviewed the iauhu.fi z of 
Aleppo and requested the release of their friends from 
detention. The Muhafiz consented arid ordered their release 
after having informed them that any gathering or demonstration 
will he d Is per sed forcibly by the Government. 


A MIN ABD -AL-i^aK 111 * S l>UM r>N2,xBTED * 

awmtw o p .thj ^ Wr 

Baradai Although the Syrian laws do not provide for the 
employment of non-Syrians in the State offices, the son of 
Amir Ahd-al-Karim, the Prince of al-ittff , lias been 'considered 
of "Arab” Nationality and employed by a decree as Lieutenant 
in the Syrian Army. 


COMMUNIST 


bU wlitS ilJglJLIi OWCOUDu 


A meeting 
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A meeting was held (March 13) at Government House in 
the presence of the Minister of Public »<orks and attended 
by the Muhafiz, employers and laborers to discuss the labor 
disputes o The employers Insisted that the Labor Union be 
dissolved, or at least have its Chief changed, that a 
guarantee be given to the employers by the Union, that ail 
laborers be considered discharged from their work having 
gone on illegal strike, and that they start new employment 
henoeforthc On the other hand, the laborers insisted _ that 
their detained colleagues be released without a deposit* The 
meeting was adjourned with no results * 

another meeting was held at 3 p*nx<* in the presence of the 
Minister and was attended by the Muhafiz, Chief of the iederatlon 
of Labor Unions, Lhi e f 0 f tie Textile Labor Union, and 
representatives of the employers o The Muhefiz Insisted on 
keeping the detained laborers In arrest until a guarantee Is 
given o The employers insisted on their viewpoints « 

On leaving the meeting place, inimical shouts were heard 
against- the employers which created a strain atmosphere n The 
employers notified the Muhafiz that they would not attend the 
meeting scheduled for 5 Pom* 


AKAB Ai'kAliiS 


BUUCHI^S A SS ISTANTS IH D AM ASCUS ; 

A1 Nasr : General Riley accompanied by Henry VIgier, Bundle’s 
special advisor, and a French Officer in the rank of a 
Colonel arrived in Damascus by plane at 10:00 aom<> March 14? 
1949 o 

After an hour -and half meeting at the foreign office 
General Riley told the press that he discussed with Prime 
Minister Khalid Bey the Invitation extended to Oyria by Dr 0 
Bunohe o According to the General, the present talks between 
the Jews and the Lebanese at Haqura were also discussed in 
general terms o 

A foreign Office spokesman stated that Syria is not 
compelled to hurry in accepting l)r 0 Bundle’s invitation, 
because its situation is different from that of other nrab 
. States o 


P*GH/J5$/aeto 
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iBESS DIGEST, VdSDUSSUlT , MARCH 16. 1949. 

*«••*•“** 

* *** *' 


M fftiSPAPBRS RgVIaWljP.g, 

Alif Ba* » Al Nasr, Al Fayha*. Al Baled, Al Hauar f 
A1 Alaa, Barada* A1 Kastr , AX Shabab, Al Duhaj, 

AX Jabal, Al la ilia* * al Klfah # Al *iabee, Al Ayyam, 


and al Sha*b« 




ARAB AFFAIRS s 


PA5LIAM5NT*S CLOSED MOISTING : 

Barada: At the request of the Prime Minister 

Parliament masting yeoterday, the audlanoe, <wd ttw proBB_ 
reporters had been asked to leave fox a closed meeting. We 
learn that the Prime Minister made a statement on the 
developments of the Palestinian question in both military 

and 
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and political points of view* In conclusion he expressed 
to the deputies his Government’s policy and intentions to 
enter military negotiations with the Jews, and to accept 
the invitation extended by the three-member Conciliation 
Committee to the Conference scheduled to be held in 
Beirut., 

The Prime Minister then replied to many questions 
posed to him by the deputies and explained to them in detail 
many subjects Q 


NEGOTIATIONS ACCEPTED PRINCIPALLY? 

A 1 Sha’b* An official spokesman of the Government stated 
late last night (Mar* 14) that at its monday meeting the 
Council of Ministers discussed the Invitation to Rhodes and 
accepted it in principle e There are no indications whether 
or not the Government has transmitted this acceptance to 
Br* Bunch© in writing* 

It seems that the Government has changed its attitude 
following the arrival of C-en c Riley and Mr» Yigier and their 
Interview with Prime Minister Khalid al-’Aznic. 


A^IB LEAGUE MEETING; 

A1 ^abass A Foreign Office Spokesman declared that the Arab 
league Council Session is scheduled for March 1?» 1949 and that 
the representative of Arab states in Cairo will represent 
their Governments in this Se3sion 0 


EXCHANGE OF PWs: 


A jL ’Alams Mr* Monier s the representative *of the International 
EsTTross Society, will meet Dr* Ibrahim al-»Ustuwani s the 
Director of the Political AfVairs, to discuss with him the 
exchange of Syrian and Jewish Prisoners of tVar 0 


ARABIAN AID TO REFUGEES l 

A1 Balad: HoR.Ee the Ring of Sa’udl'^rabi, has presented 
a quantity of clothes to be distributed to the refugees o 

The Sa’udi 
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The Sa 8 udi Arabian Legation in Daraaecus distributed these 
gifts to the refugees in Douma on Thursday last (Mar»10) The 
Women 9 s Branch of the Palestine Liberation Committee 
expresses in this paper its gratitude and appreciation of this 
generous aot» 


ECONOMIC ^ FAIRS 


MONETARY iJU-> TAPLINE AGREKlNflTS ? 

AX, 3ha 9 b~; • The Parliamentary Economic Committee has held 
ano ther”1See ting for the consideration of the Franco^Syrian 
Monetary Agreement and for listening to the explanations of 
the finance Minister# The last meeting Is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 17« 1949 whan the Committee will give its 
final opinion on the Government *s rocommendatlono .There is 
no likelihood that the Agreement will be raised in Parliament 
shortly* 

• 

The Committee has not yet taken firm stand on the 
Tapline question as it still requires documentary proofs 
and studies of the agreement from the Government 0 


DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, 


A LlflLI CRISIS NECESSITATES THE STAf OP KtlUhl It; SYRIA? 

A1 Sha g bs Rumors spread yesterday have it that Faria Bey 
al-iSKuri' might possibly give up his plan of departing to Lake 
Success to preside the Syrian Delegation to UN General 
Assembly and to personally attend the International Judicial 
Committee meeting of which he is & member, in order to use 
his influence to solve the crisis which villi likely take 
place in the Cabinets 

Rumors further go on to state that Farid Zayn al-Din, the 
Secretary General of the Foreign Ministry will possibly 
represent Syria in the UN General Assembly 0 




Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R002600010002-9 



Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CI/^RDP83-00415R00260001 0002-9 


C Pf o i-'lge 49/4) 

ALLKGIiiNC A TO Ml 0PX.E * 0 1‘AR TY * 

deputy of Damascus Nasib al-Bakri labels -in « 

Nether n\l^l l3heA in tJiie ***** She neSs rapoi?el & ?he 
p«a ? e ? a ^ e Sion papers about Shaving withdrawn fieri the 

, ? B *«“•“ allegiance 
ana aevotion to the Party and its principles* 

j3^£L- 2I£^Hgj 200 POUNDS PhK TON 01 rfik.ATt 

|i“4~rf€r * ro ^ the Government's envoy to India to offer sale 
wheat# j a cable has been r oeived to the effect that 

New Delhi erS Th?i y p6unds a 3®lan per ton of wheat SIP 
Itn aJ 1 . ° T 1 woald “©an tdiat the Ciovernmont which navs 
350 Pounds per ton has to sell the ton at 150 Po^rds to^ 
India tailing into consideration freight exposes" *° 

IN POBEI GN SE RVIC E $ 

P ie Ministry of Defense has taken a decision to 

c v??^ nt r Sen +? r ' army 0fflcers as military Attaches in the 

rranted^tS^n? 1 Q S° a f* A bil1 r& mv&ine allowances to be 
granted to suen attaches has been submitted to the Council 

SftlrtJStS2. " apPr ° Val and to Parliament for 


BTAT1 QT-ID IfJ SYRIA * 


The Pan American World Airways h&s r,«t f + s 
=cv 9?nia en 6 for a permission to astaSK if SySTSHLeKss 
stations one lor receiving ana ths other for Sansraiuliil! 1 

," Til ® ® st ®l>llshiii9nt of wireless station by each of the 

be iu^^ a t l oi e e S ra 1 L^ 1 the°pa^r ^*3^ “ e3 - n0nla S« ™nnot 


F.OH/JSS/aet„ 
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hrwspapers x&vmrmi 

Alit Ba*, al Nasr, al Jfayha*, A1 Baled, Al Hanar, 
A1 ala&, ttarada, jvI Nazir, <0L Sliabab, A1 Duha » 

At ^abal, *1 Insha*, Al Klfah, Al ^abaa, A1 Ayyaa, 
and AX 3ha *b » 


oOo— — 


ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 


'PJATIPS TAPLINS LeCTORE CRITICIZED (See Pr, Dig. 49/1 ) 

Ai dabast Editor Najlb AL-Rayyis of al -abas editorially _ 
discusses the TAPLINE Agreement in the light of the lecture 
by Deputy Dr, ♦Abd-al-^alam al-*Ujayli Sunduy last. Be 
tLee note at the beginning that 'OJayli believes there is 
no political danger arising from the concession, that th® 
Syrian Treasury does not benefit much froa ^h® capline, that 
the Taoline is fur better off than the IPO mhieh gives Syria 
only IS* 2$k a year, and that UJayli reoonuaends the rejection 


of the 
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of the Agreement on the basis tiiat it is a material loss 
to the country. He tnsn goes on to argue a 

g 

v/lille vie fully agree v ith the respectable deputy 
that the Tapline constitutes no political danger^ 
threatening the independence and sovereignty of oyria, we 
completely reject his idea that the agreement is not greatly 
profitable to the Treasury and the country . We believe 
that this agreement, which constitutes no political danger, 
is even to be preferred to a political treaty with iune rica. 
lor that country will be compelled to support us in 
international policy and indirectly defend our boundaries 
against any foreign threat in the course of protecting ito 
petroleun^ipellnes. From the economic point of view, however, 
vie Contradict Dr. HJjayli. ./e believe thut material gain 
with respect to economic projects should not be assessed with 
income to the Treasury, but with the gains and prosperity 
they avail for the various classes of people. 

It Is strange that while Dr. "MI jayli claims that the 
agreement gives us no economic benefits He admits franty 
that it Is superior to tue IDC agreement wnioh oiy 9 » the 
treasury an annual income of Lfc>. 284 only. Now, let us 
consider what achievements the lJ?C has rendered for the 
people* It has revived two towns, Homs and Tripoli, economically 
and ^socially and continues to be contributing to tne prosperity 
of the town of Tripoli so much so tint Tripoli has become a 
competitor to the port of Beirut. It has further been supplying 
the P Country with the millions of pounds of rare currency for 
the last three years and has been the cmiy source h ard _ 
currency. If this agreement wuich is con: aider 
«Ujayli has achieved all those tilings, then the rapline could, 
not be compared to the IFC, for its gains to the people are 
immeasurably greater. It will give tne btute an annual income 
of 200,000 sterling as security and extension 
permanent fee equal to one-half the fees paid to Lebanod 
as exoort and terminus fees. It will further contribute to 
the prosperity of all classes of the people including labor a. s,& 
contractors. 'Then* there are the millions of pounds wo^th 
of rare currency which will be spent yearly by tne nraer can 
and local officials of the Company. 

Therefore* the gains arising from tlie Tapline ^agreement 
could not be compared to the benefits of the weak I 
agreement which contributed to the security and Pf’^Perity 
of two towns. The profits of economic projects sxiould not 
be valued with the taxes and fees paid to the Government, . 
but with the services rendered and the prosperity availed for 
the various classes of people. 

TAPLINH 
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TaPLINE aHD MOHeTaKY aGREEIiMT; 

Al Nasr i The Economic Committee or the Parliament 
unanimously voted for the Eranco-Syrian Monetary Agreement 
and charged the controller of the Committee to prepare a 
report to he sumbittoa to Parliament for introduction on 
Saturday and voting possibly on Monday, the last meeting 
of the Extraordinary session. 

Similarly with the Tapline agreement. It is reported 
that the Committee in nuestion also voted for this agreement 
and charged the Controller to prepare the Committee’s 
report for submission along with the Monetary Agreement 
on the same day„ 

It Is believed that the two Agreements will be raised 
and fully discussed before the termination of this session^ 
namely On Monday. The Ordinary session of the Parliament 
begins on Tuesday, March 22 „ 

There are all indication that on Saturday’s meeting 
(March 19) the Parliament will discuss the draft bill prepared 
by the Cover ament regarding the decrease of bread prices in 
the country from 45-50 to 28-22 with tho view of reducing 
the cost of living in Syr la * 


DOMESTIC AOhihS « 


Labor imistor ii^cns m aLeppo ended: (Pr 0 Dig. 49/4) 

Al Sha’bt In a joint meeting between the employers and the 
textile workers in Aleppo an agreement was reached to end 
the strike and return to work us from next Saturday, (March 9) 
The Qhief of the Employers Syndicate stated that M the various 
issues on which they had been in disagreement have bean 
principally settled , and the workers have decided to r eturn 
to their wornso” regarding the indeanities and the discharge 
of the workers, the Chief said that ’’they will be left for 
the court and the special committees to solve/’ 


CZECH PImNES 
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CZRCH PLaNLG FLYING OVLR SYRIA S 

a! Sha’b: Hie Ministry of ioreign. Affaire has requested the 
opinion of the Public Works on the matter of prohibiting the 
flight of Czechoslovak Airlines Planes over the Syrian 
territory along with Lebanon which has already taken such 
an action* in view of the Company’s relations with the 
Zionists and its existing line between Prague and Haifa for 
the transportation of Jewish immigrants and arms 0 


NATIONALIZATION OP AIRLINaii COMPANY: 

A1 Sha p bS A draft Bill has been proper d by the Ministry 
of Public workfi and Communications regarding the nationa- 
lization of the Syrian Airways and the compensation of the share- 
holders. The Bill will be submitted to the Parliament 
immediately after its approval by the Council of Ministers 0 


PARllAMiiNT’S CLOSED MLhTINGg 

A1 Nasr; from reliable political souroes comes the 
information th t in the Parliament’s closed meeting Prime 
Minister hhalid al-’Azm, informed the deputies of the 
invitation extended to Syria to Rhodes Truce Negotiations and 
the results of the talks conducted at Naqnra between the 
Lebanese and the Jewish authorities*, on the Syrian stand 0 
The Prime Minister stressed to the deputies the necessity 
of acceptance of the invitation. 

After the meeting the Prime Minister is r sported to have 
called on the President of the Republic and discussed with 
him for a considerable time. 


IMMIGRATION TO SOUTH aHARICaN countries S 


A1 Nasr: When asked of the truth of the news published by 
the press to the effect th.t the Syrian foreign Ministry 
has taken a decision prohibiting immigration of Syrians to 
Brazil and Argentinia as well as to other South. American 
countries, the Prime Minister fully denied this news and 
labelled them as false 0 


POL 1C IS 
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poiic a pjm o tor » s resign, , tion ? 

ikl Nasrs Among informed circles a rumor was spread late 
last night (March 16) that the Director General of the Syrian 
Police, Major Mahmud al Hindi, has resigned, No confirmation 
of this report could he obtained , 


SYR I Ah MINISTER IN LONDON B*CK: 

Al Fayha 8 i Dr, Najib al -^rmanazi , the Syrian Minister to 
London, has emplaned for Damascus on March 16, 1949 0 


IRAW.I COMM 1ST STUDENTS % 

W lMWIKH IIIM W MII.B I I M I I IMHII a m * »n ,» r » ll- wi nn^- 

• 

Al, ? ayha 8 ; In the parliament March 14 meeting the question 
of the deportation of all Iraqi students within 24 hours was 
raised. Our reporter further learned that the Director 
of the Syrian Police took his decision after ascertaining 
their communist tendencies and communist propaganda 
activities in the Syrian University, The Director of the 
Interior, Fu”ad Bey Mahasln, received a delegation o* Ira^I 
students and instructed them that unless they prove to the 
Syrian Police that they are not communist, they shall not 
he allowed to remain in Syria, 


ANOTHER INDISPOSITIO NS 

Al, i ayha.* ; Dr, Muhsln cl Barasi Minister of Public Instruction 
is reported as having boon confined to bed with a slight health 
indisposition. 


A, GRATITUDE; 

Al PaJha * The Syrian Government has presented a letter of 
gratitude to Mr, Ogden* the Press .attache of the American 
Legation in Damascus,, and the .am® r icon Library association 
in Washington for their valuable gift of solentific books 
presented to the Library of the Syrian University, 


AN AMERICAN V ISIT; 

■ awnr m w w i* * m *m m* 

Barada* The "Economic Attache” at tile American Legation 
paid a call on the Minister of National Economy to 
discuss with him economic affairs. 
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A RAD 


KLODIS THUC D ML GUTIA TIOW8 « 

Al Glia’ b; as tint? Secretary General oi the Presidency “Issam 
al-Xnglizi is reported ats .having left for Beirut currying a 
presidential message to President Bshara al^Ahuri of Lebanon 
believably regarding the Syrian viewpoint toward Dr* Bunohe s 
invitation to Rhodes truce negotiations o 

On the other a! Payha ’ reports that Iasam al-Inglisi 
lias attended in Beirut a "meeting of the Lebanese truce de- 
legation at the Lebanese xoreign Office, The development 
of the Naqura talks s the withdrawal of the Syrian Army 
forces stationed in Lebanese territories^ and tlie invitation 
of Dr, Bunches to Rhodes Truce negotiations t v^ere the 
subject of the discussions in this meeting* 

The Delegation to represent i>yria in the Gonciliation 
Ooxmaission meeting at Beirut on ^arch 21, 1949 will be 
composed of the ...following* 1'aris, al hhuri, nhalid al Azin. 
and * Jb ar id Zayn-al ~D in * 


B' .CSft/JSS/aeto 
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Ho, 4S. {POP S^g UBS ONLY) 


Piuses Diaiss'f, mondaY, m*bck, 14, 1949® 

*«.*!*•* 


NAl/SiAPflKS ^Ey^wJIg)s 

Alif Ba J , Al Nusr, Al Fayha’, Al Balad, Al Manar, 
Al Alam, Bar ad a, AX Nasir. A Shabab, al Uuiia* , 
al Jabul, al Insha*, al Klfah, Al xab&s, Al Ayyam, 
and h 1 Sha s b« 


*••• ••oOo*"*** 

LCUUOj.'.tIC Aii’AliiS 


AXPOltT TO PAlLBTINfi: 

Al Ay yam; Prom a reliable source in the Ministry of 
National Economy comes the information that the Syrian and 
the Lebanese Governments have decided to prohibit export of 
agricultural products, cereals and cereal by-products to 
Palestine without a special permit from either Syrian or 
Lebanese Governments, Special proofs should be given of 
the destination of the export in order to prevent the 
smuggling of these products to the Jews of Palestine,, 


CBS MahHTlOK WILL N hVnh PQkGI Vb. US RATIFYING TAPLUTL : 

Al Nldal: Under the above headlines Sami Aabbara, Deputy 

Damascus, 
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Damascus, writes in Ills paper jOL^M dal the following; 

We would like to inquire if America has changed its 
attitude and decided to help us to literate Palestine when 
*lt was the cause of its loss and its delivery to the Zionists, 
that we are hurrying to help its companies and grant tnem 
concessions'? * • • 

Or s has it done anything in the view of elevating our 
position among the v*orld nations in order to recover tne 
prestige we had lost‘s 

I think none of these has huppenen, and am confident 
that America continues to assist toe Zionists..* 

But it seems the diffusion of the scent ol the dollar 
has blinded the eyes .*!•** 

The Tapline Company is one of those imperialistic- 
petroleum companies. . . here we are confronting the , 

beginning of imperialism represented in the petroleum companies, 
formost of which is the Tapline.**. 

This kind of hidden imperialist! is the most dangerous 
one ever known by the countjy . 

It should not be forgotten that toe Zionists are looking 

at America as their protector... me 1 
in fact established itself in Israel from v^ioh it w* 1 * 
expand toward the neighboring Arab countries to join in w .t 
their imperialistic foundations; the petroleum companies^ 

These companies are being established in these coun . 

ensure Americans* footholds for the materialization of tho^r. 

exploitative projects* 

We are sure that if the country offers to this Company 
this concession the doming generations wiU never forgiv^ us 
for our generosity.-. 


ANTI»TAPLlHg_ EDITO RIAL. S 

Al Sha^b; In a lengthy editorial, Sal ah al-Din al-Bitar, 
tfefstijy-GeLral of the «ab Resurrection i'srty tarftes in 
part the fo3.1 owing; 

The I’ranco-Syriem financial Agreement, the TaPLIIIZ 
agreement » and the forthcoming agreements wit a the Anglo - 
Iranian and the IPC 9 cannot all be considered hs Purely 
financial and commercial agreements* The non-political le 
lations mentioned in some terms of these agreements are only 
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a drop la the sea of other terms having clear political aims* 
All these, agreements are only foreign ana fearful concessions 
presented by the Gover nmenb to three imperialistic countries 
who have agreed together through their Atlantic and Western 
Pacts, to include Syria and Lebanon within their spheres of 
influence such tiiat the interests of any one of them would 
not , interfere with the interests of the other two. 


ANT I - TALLIN L Dii&QMSTitATlONS JgVERYrtKaffK % 


A1 Sha^bs The Aleppo students have decided to goon strike 
and march in demonstrations on Saturday (March 12} in protest 
against the Tapllxie Agreement,, The Taj hi z students endeavored 
to have the Laiqus students join them, but were dispersed by 
the Police and Gendarmerie forces. The 3 tudexits then met 
at Yusuf al~'Azmah Squ-.re but were again dispersed by the 
Police after a clash which lead to tne closing of all shops 
in that area, Several students and other individuals were 
arrested, a*. 12; 3G the Muhafis advised a delegation of the _ 
students who called on him to lodge a protest to present tnoir 
criticisms in writing rather than In demonstrations and 
promised to convey all their criticisms to the competent 
authorities, The Muhafia also informed them his instructions 
to scatter the demonstrators and to release all the detainees. 


While in Iloms 3 demonstrating students of the first and 
second Tajhiz were jo3.ned at the mosque by the students or the 
Orthodox school and marched towards the Small ® Police error ixs 
to disperse them went In vain, "The Taplioeis a new 
perialistic chain" , and "Financial Agreement Is recognition 
of a excellent. position to Prance" were typical shouts. After 
speeches condemning these agreements delivered consequently 
by student Nazim Massif , Lawyer iawzl al-Bafwat, Anwar xayyara 
of the Insurrection Party, the demonstration was declared 
terminated. 


The paper also publishes three cables from the Euphrates 
and Huron Muhafazas which express the students’ disapproval of 
the Tapline and their strike therefore as well as dissatisfy 
ction of the Arab Resurrection Party in the Euphrates with the 
Tapline Agreement, 


ORDINARY G’TRTOM^S ■APPLICABLE to NhSTERN GERMANY! 


A1 Sha 8 b; 
the demand 
in Western 
tariffs on 


•The Syrian Ministry of National Economy has approved 
by the British and American military authorities 
Germany to apply the ordinary custom foes and 
goods imported from the two occupation 


zones there,, 


The 
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The approval vj as (lie-patched to the Supreme CouiiCil of Poison 
Interests to he supplemented by the Lebanese approval for the 
Issuance of a common decision by the Council 0 

It is unaerstood that the ministry will also approve 
a similar demand from the nmerican authorities In Japan 


TALLIN IS mNJJ CUHHLMGY JlSC UBCEDx 

Allf Ba* | a group of the People 9 a Deputies called for three 
hours on finance minister labbara seeking full explanation 
of the Tapline and currency agreements „ The Minister gave 
them the necessary explanations, disproved the criticisms 
of the agreement, and detailed to them the difficulties he 
encountered in drafting the Currency agreement* The deputies 
left the Minister very thankfully. 


j 1 OMLSTIC xxi' iLilR S 0 


DISTUKBINI ELhlMTS II: LYUIa! 


A1 Nasrj? A detailed report on the activities of certain 
elements In Syria inspired by foreign sources has been 
submitted to the official charters by the competent 
authorities* The report deals viith the extent of the 
activities of these disturbing elements in creating a state 
of confusion in the country, and the best means of combatting 
such activities o The report suggests tne formation of special 
units (Police) to be entrusted with the combat of these 
elements and their activities * 


AN nPPnA-/I-A‘L'i-jju ACTION l 

A1 MagjS In his latest visit to nleppfo to arbitrate in the 
labordisput o s there, the minister of Public »/orks & 
Communications, Majd~al-Dixi al-Jablri, held a meeting in the 
Public Library with the students and explained to them tiie 
advantages of tne Tapline ^greet-ients* a debate which lasted 
about one hoar between the Minister and the students over 
this subject resulted with the Minister winning when the 
students has b ;en convinced of the advantages and the 
profits which tho country will attair^ from this project* 

A1 Nasr appreciates this action on the part of the 
Public «*orks Minister and hopes that ’’the example- will be 
adopted by all other ministers dealing or deciding issues 
important for the future of the country.” 
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CONTla-aPOKARY **L * AT'iAC^D : 

AX Nasr : Availing themselves of complete darkness p heavy 
rainfall floods „ and absence of all the typographers, a 
number of persons enterred the Printing shop of ’AL .7ABML’ 
daily newspaper published in Sway da » and set it on fire<> 
The Muhafiz has given to this incident Ms 1 utmost concern 
and has ordered the conduction of inquiries leading to 
the arrest of the attackers <, 


DhPUTY AwlilO. (htVa Ur nlB S UIT 1 HAYiiA S 

Ai Deputy Muhammad Aqbiq declared in court meeting 

examining his suit against al layha’ his ’giving up’ of the 
accusation^ 


AVIATION AGh A hAhlff ulTE i. &fenCgg 

Al- "Alaias Hie Charge d’affaires of the Greek Legation in 
Beirut arrived in Damascus and called on Dr« Ibrahim ui*= 
Ustuwanl, the Director of the Political affairs of the 
Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss with him the 
final draft of the Aviation agreement between the two 
countries. The signature of this agreement is expected 
shortly. 


' INT8BI0K mlHISTAR ■*.£« 

Al Slia " b i Decrees v ere issued accepting the resignation of 
»Adil sl-'Azman, and appointing muhsin al-Barazi to act as 
Minister of Interior in addition to his substantive dutieSo 
The pacer then uotes ul InaiiaJ as having assured its readers 
that the Nationalist Bart:/ would not participate in the 
administration in spite of its support to the present 
go .'ernxaent . . 

AVXnTION nGIhhmaMiT ' I Hi USa CKITIOl/miD : 

jy. Sha ’b; Our correspondent learns that the Govermrient has 
approved the Aviation agreement with Greece. Yet no official 
communiques is released to axinounce this agreement $ 

The correspondent also states that an Aviation 
Agreement is being contemplated with the U.: and that 

this agreement is the same one canceLleu in 1947 in 

retaliation 
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retaliation to the US stand toward the Palestine case a 

The following comment follows; It seer is that the 
Government after signing the Tapline wants to carry a policy 
of indefinite cooperation and agreement with the United 
States, as though Israel le til ready established and 
nothing could forbid it from forgetting the American wicked 
paste The Government seeks to establish an American foothold 
in our country » ^uoh a shift in Syrian foreign policy can 
never be an extemporaneous policy of a Government which 
styles itself as one of ’neutral experts,’ for the basic 
democratic rules stipulate that the opinion of the people 
be sought before any such shift is contemplated* 


NEWSWEE h BANNED S 

M. Sha 3 b; a decree was issued providing for the banning and 
confiscation of the nmerioan ’Nowsweck’ magazine* This 
banning is justified by the publication therein of anti-n.rab 
and pro-Zionist articles 0 


FIRE IN ALEPPO? 


Barada; Four unidexitifieu persona called on the ”a1 Hawaaith" 
paper office claiming to have to publish a uenlal of what had 
been published about the laborers, as soon as they entered 
the editing and radio room, they poured seme fuel and gave 
it a match* The fire consumada part of the office and a 
part of the radio. 

Fire was also set- to the factories of haj Wahbi al-liariri = 
The Fire Brigade succeeded to extinguish it immediately. 

Losses are reported t-o have been very little* 


PH FQIJKJJED ALLEGATIONS ; 

AX Ay yam: Rumors had it during the visit to Syria of four 
Turkish MB’s that the Turkish foreign Minister was expected 
in Damascus to talk with the Government about the Alexandretta 
affair and settle it for good, in return for which Turkey 
would use its good offices to annex Galilee to Syria. The 
Turkish Minister Plenipotentiary in Syria authorized us to 
categorically deny these rumors, as being totally unfounded. 


STUDENTS 
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STUDENTS VISIT Tin, iliONTs 

Al i ayha * ; A group of male ana female students of the *^yrlan 
University proceeded 1'riday (March 11 ) to visit the oyrian 
i-»rmy in the front* At Qunaytra they were received hy the 
^aimmaqam* 'they were guests of the Syrian army the whole day 8 
enjoying the company of the officers and their mingling with 
the soldiers * The students were astonished at the military 
law and the strong defense measures* Greatly affeoteG hy 
army life, some of thorn expressed their wish to join the army 
during the emmaer holidays* 

On arriving bacx in Damascus, the dispatc-ued cables of 
appreciation to each of Echo the ‘^resident , and to the Oiimander 
in-Ohief of the Army ana ^rmed forces* 


CMKKT METHODS i 

Al wabas ; In a 2-column article, Editor Eftjib Kayyis condemns 
the encouragement by the hoopla’s Party's deputies of the 
Students and laborers to strike as being tactics similar to 
those which overthrew democratic governments in the Balkans 
and established a Communist coup d'etat. The writer then 
6 xor 6 ss 0 s his .dissatisfaction v^lth tli© fisry speGchos of fhe 
deputies in Parliament accusing of bribery and spying those 
who agree to the abandonment of political find economic 
isolation policy. No sooner had Governments in the Balkan, 

■ Kayyis continues, sympathetic with the «/ast been deposed 
than Communism prevailed on the basis of accusations, chaos, 
riots and strides. This is exactly what the People's Party 
Is calling for In the house and in their paper using these 
tactics vvuich are only preparatory to the Communist coup* 


ATdhB AiiAlhU 


SUCCESS OP rAKnli 


LSoIOM 


IN GAIKO : 


Al Kifah; Je do not reveal a secret by stating that 
Barazi’s "mission In Cairo Ms beer very . successful , Muhsin 
Bey has been hind to tall our representative about his mission 
that he first visited his friend, Sanhuri Pasha and later 
both visited the new minister of Public Instruction, all 
Ayub Bey who showed every preparedness to facilitate Barazi S 
mission. Our Minister availed himself of the opportunity of 

his presence 
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Ms presence in Cuiro and visited the Prime Minister 8 
8 Abdul Hadi Pasha^ 2 nd old friend of his, and 9 A 2 aam Pasha and 
other statesmen. H.M. Kin" Faruq. has been very king to 
cur Minister when he received him at his palace,, Undoubtedly^ 
these visits and conversations helped in improving the atmosphere 
and the restoration of brotherly ties between Egypt and Syria* 
This improvement manifested in jxing Faruq* a cable to President 
^uwwatli in answer to the latter’s cable on the occasion of 
the safe return of the Faluja guartison to Egypt, which revealed 
Egypt’s appreciation of Syria’s attitude toward the a^ab cause 
of Palestine* As a result of this improvement, agreement 
lias bean reached for the convocation of the Arab League 
Council to a meeting which was sc2;edulod for tne 17th 
instant but was later postponed until. after the meeting of the 
Reconciliation Commission in Beirut on the Alst instant* 
accordingly, it is possible now to bring to the people the good 
news of the improvement of the atmosphere and the return of 
Arab relations to normal 0 


THE Gi-KfiND MUFTI OF P.f LESTlNc, UNDER aRK BST? . . . 

A1 Nasrs The AHG in Damascus has issued a statement labeling 
as false the news published by Jewish and other foreign 
newsagencies to the effect that the G. and Mufti of Palestine^ 
Haj Amin al-Husaynij, has been arrested by the Egyptian 
authorities* and that he has resorted to the help of King 
Ihn Sa " ud who has consented to give him refuge in Hljaz. The 
fact is that the Grand Mufti has been since his arrival from 
France in 1946, living freely in. Cairo, Egypt, Enjoying the 
hospitality of 8 a c bio Egypt 8 and the sympathy of King Faruk* 


STRIA IN FORTHC OMING - ARAB MEETINGS % 

I K-.*' Cm WI W« 1 ill 1 lil 11 II . 1 I I ■ <*• llW 

Ml Klfahh In reply to questions posed by A1 K-.ifah 8 e correspondent 
a great source in the State’* is reported to have disclosed 
the followings 

1‘he Syrian Government has agreed to participate in the 
Beirut Conference called for by the BN Conciliation Commission 
and scheduled for March 21* -’vria will be represented in 
the Conference by a cabinet Minister. The paper here predicts 
that Mull sin al~S3arazl will probably be delegated to the 
conference, owing to n his wide knowledge of and experience 
in these affairs.” 

Byria will be represented on the .^rah League Council’s 

forthcoming 
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FOR STAFF USE ONLY ) 


PRESS DIGEST, 


FR IDAY, MARCH 11. 1949 . 




AX if B& ? , A1 Nasr, al Fayha * , AX Baled, A1 Sha’b, 
ax Xasha ? . a! 'Alam, Al Shab&b, Al Ayyam, Al wafcas, 
AX Ha air, * Al Jabal, And h! Daha. 




DGMSST1CS A FFAIRS 


SUSPENSION OF STUDIES; 


Alif Ba * : The students of all Damascus schools held a 
meeting yesterday evening (Mar. 10) and decided to launch 
a strike on Saturday in protest against TaPLINE and the 

Krancc~Syrian Monetary Agreements,, 


Al Sal ad: The Public Instruction Ministry has consequently 
issued the following three communiques regarding the suspension 

of studies in all schools; 

" 1 - The Syrian University Board has decided to suspend 
studies in the University and the normal Schools for an 

indefinite period „ K 

n 2~ In compliance with the suggestion of the Board of 
Directors of the Intermediary schools, and the Female Normal 
School s it has been decided to suspend the studies in the 
•Secondary and Intermediary schools until Friday 10, 1949* " 


" 3 - .... 
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”3- In the meeting held this morning, Nareh‘10* 1949? 
by the Directors of all the secondary school^ of the Puhlic 
Instructions Ministry, a decision ,<as passed 'to suspend 
.studies in all secondary, private, and foreign institutions 
from inarch 11, until March 18, 1949c" • 


alif be 7 : Unsatisfied with the Government. * s suspension 
studies 7 . the students have decided to present petition, 
protest to the Parliament , the Council of ministers, a 
the Ministry of Public instruction . 


of 
s of 
no to 


ARRI VA LS IK DA MA SC US: S# 

A lif 3b a 3 : Hews received by raid- night indicate the arrival 
of Public Instruction ainister t-Aihaia bey al-bara?«i -from 
Cairo. He is reported to have Immediately called on the 
President and met him for approximately one nour in the 
presence of Prime minister Aha lid ai- *Azm a 


Corner minister of Finance iSomond hum si has returned 
from his official trip to England envoi d oy the President 
of the Republic o 


CEH3U5 G f C OMP EL lii.3 IN EIRl A : 

A3. F ay ha* : Statistics of the number of companies operating-. - 
Tn Syria, prepared tv the Directorate of Control of Concession* 
ary companies, give the following results i 

•74 Syrian national companies, 135 foreign corportations r & 
95 foreign insurance companies, special measures are being 
taken to’ enforce upon the foreign companies Syrian regulations, 
particularly the Labor Law which stipulates the employment 
of Syrians o 


> Y U I A is J H \ R (IE 


co v n 1 7 ■ ■* r . 

W v .yilliLt }k>' u 


A1 Nosr *. i'uc Syr 
Ur. Khalid Shatils 


Charge d v Af fai 


Bern, Belgium,- 


h& s 


been called by the Ministry of Borei rn 


Affairs. Dr. Shatila has arrived in Damascus March 10. _ 

He is expected to he charged with a position in the Central 
office of the Foreign affairs Ministry* 
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LABOR DXSTORS AMGE S IN ALEPPO ( See Hr* Dig . 46 / 6 ) 

A1 Sha’b : The Aleppo Textile Workers postponed today (Mar* 10) 
their* demon st rat ion a following a telephone call from the Chief 
of the Labor Unions In Damascus advising postporjrnent until 
the .return of their delegation from Damascus 0 On the other 
hand, the Judge Examiner in Aleppo ordered the release of 
’ Afcd- a 1 -Ha % a a q Qunbaz, the Chief of the Mechanical Loom • 
industry, whose arrest was the cause ox the present demonstra- 
tions.. and the cause of the detention, of 70 other workers* 

The Government has delegated Minister of P.W. Jabiri to 
Aleppo reconcile the. two parties? the employers ana the workers 


WONDER WHO HE 13? 


Alif . 
f ion 


B-3 5 


nquiry into a fraud 


C O-v.r 


tea in the Land Racist ra- 


iment by altering the dates of a Title -Used has 


revealed that the official accused of this action is presently 
an officer in the Police force 0 Our reporter informs that 
her is today under arrest pending court trial* 


ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 


PORT OF I.ATTAQIA: 


to 


.Ai Najtr* a Lattaqia 
the ^’establishment of a port 

vrj - jt _ ■<» r,’ 


delegation on a visit to Damascus/ urge 
.in Lgttaqia has visited the 

•linisters < „ 

Co/araunicat ions . In reply to their demands, the finance Hint at* 
Hasan Jabbara,' told them that he personally supports the idea 
of establishing a Syrian Port in Lattaqia bat '‘the country’s 
financial' situation does not permit the Government to materia-. 
Use this at the present* " Nevertheless, he promised to 
n , allocate the first loyalty received from TAFLINE -should 
the .agreement be ratified- for the materialisation of this 

•* . < y? 

project « 


Rational Economy Minister^ Huna yn bahnawi^also supported 
their demands and assured them that he would ’'follow up ' 1 
the matter even if the inhabitants of Lattaqia "give it up*" 


Mr. Ma.id«.aI~Dirt al- 
and Gomtauni cations said 


Jabiri, the Minister of Public Works 
that "the Ministry and himself forming 


a technical, body Is prepared to 
as the funds become available* 
with his colleagues to find the 


carry out the project 
Re- also promised to c 


ss soon 

ol la bo rat 


.t unds 0 


when . . . 
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when funds were blamed to be the sole reason for delay, 
financier among the members of the delegation offered 
place at once the funds necessary for the preliminary 
rks of the project if the Government guarantees to pay 
~k by- the end of each year a part of the sum spent on the 
eject. Additionally a sum of 12 million -founds Syrian 
s been offered by the merchants of Aleppo and Lattaqia 
the Government in the form of a loan- The finance 
nister promised to raise the subject at the Council of 
d i s t a r s m e eting« 


ALWAYS T 


A P 


I N E 


ha 8 1m Antaki Ref ute s : 

A I Sha ? b; This paper along with other Damascus papers 
published today the text of. a statement by ka*im Antaki 
expressing astonishment for having, been the subject of 
criticism by three deputies in the last meeting of Parliament « 
Antaki states that he has no governmental or parliamentary 
capacity , that he does not belong to any political party. 


that he had renounced politics 


after 


the last parliamentary 


elections, that he did not negotiate for ThFLIRS when he was 
Minister or Deputy, that his . connection with Tapline only 
charted after the ratification of the agreement by the • 

-Tyrian Government, that he has been only concerned with -the 
loyal netotiations of the Tapline, that he is not one of those 


who buys or sails conscience, and that to his knowledge. 
Tapline only demands 


a positive or negative answer iron 


,he Chamber of Deputies as dictated by the country* s interests. 
U-S, Petroleum Folicy {’See 1 r„ big „ 46/7) 


• Deputy Rfzq- Allah Antaki (F) continued today his articles 
,.n al-dha*b about Tapline ana -its close connections with the 
American Government » He argues that the advert isments inserted 
>y the Tapline, in certain Syrian newspapers (the Aleppo 

vapors) aim at 
is inful events 


inducing public opinion, subsequent to the 
of Palestine and the US attitude toward the 


s r; 
; O 

m 


tbs i that the Company is merely 
no political party or group, ar 
official . or un-official agent 
non» 


cominercia 


o ru 


bej.ong.in 


\J~’- fci 


•o.oes not act neither as 
j any government , American 


Antaki. reiterates his claims stated in his former article, 
the effect that Tapline is not an- claimed a pure commercial 


any but an institution created by the dfc -Government 


comp. 

in the form of a commercial company to implement its economic 
and political policy in the Middle East* 


m > • r , 
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t nsistenc* of having the contract provide for 
' ■■■ of faes and taxes, the unrestricted right to use 
' . x lands,, the establishment of railways, tramways, 

•~c» : right to extend its lines wherever it wants, 

oaT;..:!;/ .in ill parts of Syria if the American policy thus 
die tat *s, the right to build and maintain more than one 
b ir-hpr along the Syrian shores and the right to supervise 
■ re h«v •-bora and authorize entry or approach to these 

•.;» not convince us of the pure commercial aspect 
this Company* Tapline with its own administration P air 
and see fleets, and small army constitutes a state within 
• r stAts, or .in other words limitation of the sovereignty 
c-x 'id Independent biate<> 


A1AB AFF AIRS 


•LX TO BUNCHS’ S INVITATION: 



r ' conduction with hr. Ibrahim al-Ustuwani^ the 
f?ut.hr of the Political Affairs of the Ministry of^oreign 
airs, Secretary General Dr. Farid Zayn«ai«.Uin has 
parua the Syrian reply to hr. Bunchs’ o invitation to Abodes 
Terence* The composition of the reply-note has been 
coved by the Prir.no Minister 


A Foreign Office spokesman labels as unfounded the 

s Herat ions reported by the Syrian press that, Syria has 
rejected hr, Buuehe’s invitation. Competent authorities 
ere still considering the invitation, the spokesman added. 


MUFTI OF PALESTINE EXPECTED. .IN DAMASCUS: 


fil Balad ? The Grand Mufti of Palestine, Haj Amin al-Husayni 
.is exp 8 v-' ’45.V.A in Damascus by plane from Cairo. 

The IVand Mufti will conduct, talks with the competent * 
ivathorities on -the subject of the refugees in preparation 
for meet wtg of the Arabs with the Conciliation Commission 

in -heir at. on Msrcn 2 1 ,, 1949 » 


T ! .' “ V r c --'p 


fi ”i • •* • r. 

V .US; 

uiya-'-sx 

Ri 1 & .■S-X'D-hi 


The secretary of the &L s s Political Section, Mr* 

:i al-Hifa” i, has arrived in Damascus on an official 
studying the present condition of the refugees.' 
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